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SHORTHAND VERSION OF THE CLOSING SESSION OF THE FIRST MEETING OF MINISTERS OF PUBLIC SECURITY OF THE AMERICAS

OAS SECRETARY GENERAL DR. JOSÉ MIGUEL INSULZA

Mister Secretary of Public Security of Mexico, Genaro García Luna; ministers, cabinet secretaries, Attorneys General of the Americas, delegates, civil society representatives, representatives of international organizations, ladies and gentlemen:

I believe we can all be very proud-Mr. Minister, Mr. Chairman, Vice Chairmen-for several reasons.
First, because, until now, we had never had a Meeting of the Ministers responsible for Public Security in the Americas.

Although, in our countries, Ministers responsible for Public Security have a rank commensurate with the magnitude of their responsibilities, with the concern that the problem generates in our region, and with the fact that it has become a transnational problem with hemispheric characteristics that, in one way or another, affects us all, and that, although on certain occasions the Ministers of Justice and other Ministers have met, we had never had a specific meeting of those charged with Public Security.  This is one of the first reasons to be pleased.
A second reason to be pleased, Mr. Chairman, is that we are meeting in Mexico, a country so dear to us and, at the same time, a country that is engaged in a fight against delinquency and organized crime that is of great importance and of great significance to the whole Hemisphere.  I take this opportunity to reiterate our satisfaction for being able to contribute our solidarity and our support, a grain of sand, really, to the monumental fight the Government of Mexico, lead by President Felipe Calderón, is waging against crime.
And, in third place, we are certainly satisfied with the results achieved.  We have had a very productive session; we had important meetings, we discussed a number of topics and we have agreed on a Declaration, a Commitment to Public Security in the Americas, which adopts very concrete and significant agreements with regard to public security, to the prevention of delinquency, violence, and insecurity, and, also, with regard to police actions, citizen and community involvement, and to international cooperation.  Lastly, follow-up mechanisms have been established, including the second ministerial meeting which will be held in the Dominican Republic in 2009, and the third ministerial meeting which will be held in Trinidad and Tobago in 2010.  Next year, a group of experts will meet in Uruguay to take measure of the progress made and to lay down the groundwork for the next ministerial meetings.

We have thus established a mechanism with regard to technical support, to contributions, to the manner in which international organizations of the inter-American system can contribute to this effort and to follow up on this commitment.  But all these accomplishments will be mere formalities if we don’t fulfill our fundamental commitment, and I believe that we leave this meeting with the feeling that we have made important strides in the effort being carried out in our respective countries.
I believe that the degree of understanding and of empathy that has developed among the ministers in the exchange of experiences has been very productive and that it will allow us to better undertake, in the next few days and in the next few months, a task that cannot be avoided.
A few days ago, someone from the press asked me here in Mexico if the task could not be accomplished in a different manner.  No.  The organized crime that we face today is a threat to our democracy, to our development, and to our people. There is no alternative but to combat it; to combat it with modern tools, to combat it efficiently, to combat it in a way compatible with our democratic system and with our respect for human rights.  But, at the same time, to combat it in a way that is unbending in ensuring for all our citizens the well being and the peace of mind they deserve.
I am certain that this meeting in Mexico, and those that will be held in the future, will continue to enhance our cooperation and to strengthen our common effort.  But, above all, these meetings will help to improve the lives of the people of the Americas.

Thank you very much, Mr. Minister.
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